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again a great curtailment of the powers of the Milk Marketing Board is
suggested, it being recommended that an independent Milk Commission
should be set up which should not include amongst its membership any
person who has any interest in the distribution of milk. A recommendation
is made that such independent body should consist of five members of
whom only the Chairman and Vice-chairman are to be salaried members
and hold full-time appointments, while it is further suggested that many
members of the Commission's executive and technical staffs could be drawn
from the Milk Marketing Board and the trade. There should be, it is stated,
a close relationship between the Ministry of Food and the Commission on
all major questions of policy, Briefly, the main functions of the Com-
mission as suggested would be to :
(1)  Negotiate prices.
(2)  Control transport.
(3)  Control the flow of milk to distributors.
(4)   Negotiate margins for distribution and processing.
(5)   Operate plans for utilising milk between the liquid and manufacturing
markets.
It is also recommended that the Commission should be given powers to :
(a)   Own and operate transport.
(b)   Purchase existing depdts if possible, close any which are redundant, and
operate the remainder.
(c)   Erect and operate new dep6ts as required and manufacture milk products.
(d)   Own and operate processing and bottling plants and engage in the retail
trade in competition with existing dairymen.
It is argued by the Committee that many of the original reasons which
brought about the constitution of the Milk Marketing Board no longer hold
good, particularly as the main original function of the Board with regard
to price negotiations are now carried out by the National Farmers Union.
The Committee emphasise that if the Milk Marketing Board is allowed to
continue in existence, there might arise a pressing demand for a distributors'
organisation on similar lines. A further recommendation is made that all
milk, including tuberculin-tested milk, should be ultimately heat-treated
and sold in bottles, but it is agreed that tuberculin-tested milk might be sold
in all areas until such time as these proposals regarding heat-treatment can
be implemented. It also agrees that raw tuberculin-tested milk might be
sold in rural areas where difficulties in the supply of the heat-treated article
are likely to arise. Other recommendations which are put forward for a
safe milk supply are :
(1)  The regular medical examination of persons handling milk until it is
bottled.
(2)  Periodic testing of milk.
(3)  Prohibition of loose milk sales.
(4)  Suitable standards for containers and sealing.
Whilst the proposals have naturally been the subject of protest, there is
no doubt that the suggestions put forward for obtaining a safe milk supply
are to be welcomed. For many years now, milk has been the Cinderella of
all foodstuffs and the implementation of any suggestions for improving
conditions as they exist at present are worthy of serious consideration.
Essential Requirements for Improving the Milk Supply
Much of the criticism of the Government's milk policy as outlined in the
White Paper has been destructive and, as improvement is urgently called